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FNEANTS, CHILDREN AND DOG'S

WSW or exJoectant parents tyfz'ca//j kave three major concerns! 1) ?ft;w to Jorevent ret belavior
J:ro[l‘fem& ﬁom occurring aﬁfer the b-ab:y arrives; 1) ?fv;w’ to introduce the b‘a[y to the ret; anc[}) t‘?f;w‘ to
k_eef the child Jllfe arcund the fami{}/ JOJ, as well as other animals. gjet owners often assume that
J’eafou.f}/ is the cause of]aro[fem bekaviers associated with the arrival ofa new child into the khome, but

this is not the case.

ﬂ:&tfrob-fem.f result ﬁom the an.xz'et] caused b:}/ ﬁzjnz’flcant alterations in the Jaet‘s environment and
the way the fami/}/ interacts with the et (G/fanjew z'nﬁenfz'nj, exercise, ant[f/a}/ schedules; c/fanjes in
what the pet is allowed to do; c/;anje.f in kow the pet gets attention; and inconsistencies in the way
fami[y members interact with the pet can aff Jead to Jarv[fem&. ﬁefﬂrinj the fami{}/ ‘[‘Yj for the new
5416:}/ includes tafz'nj steps to ensure that the c/fanje.s are jra:[ua/ and not overw/fe/minj for the et
and reviewing obedience training and fousehold rules so that the famz’{y kas the controf needed to
direct the pet into desired bekaviors.

(ﬂtw don't innate{}/ know Fkow to bekave around children, and children need Juz'z[ance on kew to
interact with animals. :ﬁcj&‘ are most fz'fe{}/ te Kave social probfems }ft[e] fave Fkad fittle contact or a
previous un]:feaefant experience with babies or children, insufﬁcz’ent /ftzn([/inj é:y fumans, or
inadequate training. Genetics alse Ja/aj.s a rele in the dog s Jociulfz’/t’t‘}/, Jarefatory instincts, and
temperament, whick may Fave an impact on fow the dog interacts with children.

gﬁ;eyaarinj puppies for children

ﬂfrey:-aratz'on for a good re/atz'cns/fif between the pet and children begins when the dog is a puppy. Teo
accomJafiJf this, you need to Jarovz’cfe ﬁequent opportunities _fcr the young pup to meet children Jurinj
its ear/y months of/z"fé. %u J/fou/fficE times when the pet and chifdren are calm. ?f;zw’nj treats
availab/e ﬁr chifdren to offer to the pup w‘iff/fe/:’a the introductions geo Jmoot/f/;}/‘ These ear{y
interactions /fe{p prevent the tfeve/ofment ofﬁar, avoidance bekavior, and aggression toward children
when the pet is ofder.

Hnother concept the young pup needs to Jearn is that being toucked can be J:/easant and should not
be fétzrec[. ?ﬂmi{y members skould make a]:-oint ofjent{}/ Faanz’nj the ret and tcuc/ﬁ'nj it in alf the
ways that a child mz'J/ft touch it. L:Freguent{}/ touc/rz'nj the tail, ears, and [oc['}/, as well as jent{}/ tugging
on the collar and iru.f/fz'nj the kair will make the pet Jess /z'fe{y to be upset when a child kandles the
ret Jater in /zﬁ. Zn}/ type off/fy&icaffunigfﬁ'ment or threats with a hand skould be aveided. fﬁtﬁ’e ret
associates hand movement with tﬁ.fcomfort, z'tmz;jv/xdt Gite whken the child moves a Kand toward it. SO
pets must Jearn that the human kand iJﬁv’encf{y and not to be ﬁared‘.

Dome dogs skow agqgression when affrcac/fef while t/fe] eat. Jhis FekKavior can be aveided b:y
teucfinj the young pup that z'tisjooc[ to have company when iteats. %fami{}/ member skould
occa&z’onagf{/}/ sit on the ﬂoor with the PUpPy while it eats. ﬂun’nj this time, the pet can be jent{}/ toucked
ieces of}(z’[i/e skould be ficfen[ ﬁom the bow/ and Fancfﬁf to the pup- The bowl skould
Joerz'o:[z'ca/[}/ be Jal’ck‘elf up for a second aan/aceJ back on the ffoor. G%‘Ct/f'e famz’{}/ member occasz’ona/{}/
J‘/Z:,JJ a chunk ofcanneJ fccc[ into the bowl while the ret is eatinj its fr‘yﬁof, it w‘if//oofforwarc[ to
/favz'nj humans nearb—}/ at dinner time. »Bj}/t[oz’nj these exercises, the pup will fearn that there is no risk

aff cver.

that kumans will steal z't.ff;vocl; but the meal actua/{y improves when FKumans are neariy,



ﬁefﬂrinj the adult l[oj ﬁr the new li'ab"y

?77!"8 ﬁr&t tﬂnj to consider is t/:e Jaet‘& temferament. ;ﬁoes ]our foj jrow‘/ or snap W/l"en toucfef,
disturbed while eating, Ja/a}/inj with toys, or reJtz’nj? c?‘your ret exhibits any type of aggression toward
JoeoJafe or animals, seek [e/:r ﬁom your veterinarian or a guafzfiezfjaet bekavior consultant as soon as
Jao&&z’[le. Even ﬂ[OjJ that get a/vnj Yuite well with children, but exhibit other formJ of aggression ﬁ"uc/f
as territorial ajjre.sen'on), can be dangerous ﬁr the child that inaz[vertent[}/ gets near the ret when itis

aggressive or arcused.

(;ihfoon as the mother Jearns of/fer Jpregnancy, some t/foujirt skould be jiven toJoreJoarinj the ret for
the inevitabl/e c/xdanje.f that occur when a new Eaﬁy arrives. »\56171'71 ,6:}/ reviewing the dog ‘s obedience
training. Feis very important to kave the ret under refiable verbal control. c;%n unru{}/, active n[Oj can be
as much ofa threat to the b_ab:}/ as an aggressive dog. c#‘t/fe pet wi//reaz[z'{}/ respond to ‘sit,” ‘down,’
‘Jtaf}/, "and ‘Jett/e, )T}/ou will Kave tools with whick to increase desirable bekavior and decrease
undesirable bekavior.

ngt, you need to think about the Jaet‘J c[az'/y sckhedule, as well as the type and amount ofinteractionJ
wz’t[famz'{y members the dog is current{}/ used to getting. Once the /;ab:}/ arrives, this may be
framatz’caf{y cﬁanjef. The jcaf is to make the c/fanje& jrazfuaf and Jess noticeable to the ret. :ﬁecife
on ﬁez[z'nj, exercise, tnu[f/a}/ schedules that can be maintained while Jarovi:[z'nj for the z[eman:[z'nj

needs ofa newborn.

EraJua/{}/ adjust your present schedules untz’f]ou arrive at ones that will best ﬁt the fami{}/ ‘s situation
once the [ab:y is Fome. Gonsideration skould alsc he given to the amount ofattention that is given to
the dog and fow it is given. g‘én:[z'nj to the /;aé:}/’.s needs is very time consuming and will no doubt
reduce the amount off/t"ysica/ attention that can be given to the Joj‘

The amount skould ke jratfuaf{}/ decreased untif]ou arrive at an amount that can be maintained. %m/
the attention is given is also very important. Jf‘your pet is used to getting attention whenever fhe nud:jreJ
or ficks, ke will be very confu.ﬂe:[ when ke JuJJeﬂ{}l cannot get what ke wants on demand. %joo:[ way
to fandfe this is to ignore ].vuJ/t:y bekaviors anfjive attention on{y when the pet is /eavz'nj you alone or
as a reward for reJJoonz[inj to one ofyour commands (/:n't, " down ')

Other things that will need to he worked on are those bekaviors that are permitted now, but won 't he
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permitted when the baby is at home. J;tmfinj up on famz’{}/ members, r/}/htj on furniture, climbing onto

your /af, or excessive [arfinj are bHekaviors that oﬁen must be c/ﬁznyecf.

The dog skould also be prepared in advance to accept and enjoy the new mnoises and smells
associated with a new [a[}/. ﬁtlfe Jﬂj jetJ upset when ithears Jtranje sounds, a recortfz'nj can be
made of[;ab:}/ noises ﬁ‘ooz’nj, cr]inj, screaming, etc,) gjfay the recording ﬁr the dog so it can 17'are/:}/
be keard, and J/OW/.}/ increase the volume wuntif an anxiocus response is obtained. Jken, reduce the
velume just below this Jevel ant[]a/a] the tape while J'ow'af{}/ requesting chedience commands ﬁr tasty
ﬁoc[ treats.

%r]jrat[uaf/:y increase the volume as the weeks ge /{y untif the pet seems comfortalr-fe with these
noises at /7:3/7 volumes. mJareJaare the ret for the new smells that will arrive with the [a[y, take
Jomet/finj fome ﬁom the /Tosfz'taf, suckh as a towel or blanket with the lr'a/;‘}/ ‘s scent.



t‘%sk‘t/re JOJ to sit, then present the chject to the pet. While the JOJ is Jn?'[ﬁnj, say the [ab:}/ ‘s name in
an upbeat tone and give it Jots cf]araz'.se‘ On occasion, some dogs will fecome anxious when the
cwner carries or nurses the [a[y. %;zinj the cfoj [y ctlrr}/inj around ﬂnt[fuJJinj with a dolf
éJJ:ecia[{}/ one that actua/{}/ moves and makes cryz’nj Joun:[s) can be usefu/. Q@‘[‘t/['ere is any an.xz'et], a
positive asscciation skould be made with this doff using ftzvored- ﬁon[ rewards, aﬂ‘ectz’on, or tzfavcrer[
Jo/ay toy (fee fandouts on desensitization and counter- conditioning/.

When the 5a£y comes home

Since the pet Fasn't seen his mistress for several Jaj&, ke wifffroﬁaif] be very excited and may want
tojumf up. 7/:erefore, ?f&omeone efse carries the [ll[y into the kome, the mother can greet the Z[OJ
without worr]z'nj that ke mz;jv/:t accz’fentaf/;}/ injure the /;1111:}/‘ ﬁ}/tak‘z’nj this aJofroac[, you avoid
Jcc/zfz'nj ‘s and anxious ﬁefinjs being associated with the presence oftﬁe ia[y.

Wm’t untif the excitement kas died down, the ret is calm, and you are available to Jufervz'.re /I-efore
intrmfucz'nj the JOJ to the [a[y. That may be Jater in the same C[tl.}/ or could be several weeks
afierwar:[. Tjarefufjutljment must be exercised in deciding when to allow the dog close enouj/f to
Jniﬁ‘j #t/fere is a chance the JOJ mith jumf, use a Jeash, whick can hbe attacked to a kead Fkalter for
even greater control. £Z“\t/:ere is any fkelikood that the dog mz:y/:t bite, consider using a basket wire or

Ja/a.rtz'c muzzle.

NEVER (no matter kow sweet, trthWort/r}/, or ﬁientf{}/ the ret afJoear&) alfow an unJuJaerviJeJ JOJ
arcund the 5425}/. igu skould be leeCia[{}/ vz:jz'/ant when the 5416:}/ is cr]z’nj, k‘icfinj, or waving its arms.
This could cause a curious dog to jump up and scratch or otherwise injure the z'nfant. :ﬁurz’nj these
times, itis wise to either put the pet in a ‘down- Jta}/' away ﬁom the [a[y, put itin ancther room with a
very .ffecz'af chew toy, or conﬁne it to the ]arc[, ﬁt/fe pet exhibits any Jare:[atcr] bekavior (ftafk‘z'nj,
strong focu&, odd Wﬁininj, unusual z'ntereJt) around the [a[y, take extra precautions and contact your

veterinarian or a quafz'flet[ bekavier consultant for advice.

Whenever the dog is in the rcom with the l;al;}/, the famz’{}/ skould act very Faf]a}/ and reward aff
accefta[/e bekaviors é‘j‘, notjumfinj, Eez'nj calm, reJJyong’nj to commands, Eez'nj refaxed when
the ﬁa[] cries, etc.),

The idea is to proemote desirable bekaviors and to make the JOJ /ovffvrwarz[ to the [a[}/ s presence
because itis associated with a Jot ofjoo:[ positive attention. This association can ke made more
dramatic ﬁ:y rec[ucz'nj the amount cv]pattenticn or treats the Joj gets when the iaf'y is not around. Jn
this way, the JOJ Jearns that the presence oft/re [a[y is associated Wit/ffo&z’tive events. e<§z'mz'/ar{}/
avoz’f]aunz’s/fment or fanisﬁinj the dog ﬁom the room when the Eab:}/ is present so that a negative

association does not Jeve/0f.

Jke biggest mistake ocwners make when tfe}/ try to J/ﬁzfe their c[oj ‘s Fekavier is to concentrate on
te//z'nj the dog what is wrong, while nejfectz'nj to tell it what is n:y/ft. %joouf exercise to bring about the
association cfjcof ﬁe/inj.f ﬁr the Eaﬁ:}/ z'Jﬁr one parent to sit in a room and kold the b‘aiy, while the
other stands at the offo&ite end oft/fe room and asks the et to re&foncf to commands ﬁr taJt}/ fomf
treats. Gommands skould be given in a very FaJaJaj tone and Jots ofJaraz'.fe should accompany the ﬁoJ
treats. Qm{[ua/{y move the exercises closer and closer to the [ﬂ[}/.



Children and JOjJ

Hs the baby continues to grow and mature, the dog will be exposed to a variety of new stimuli from
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crawfinj to toJinnj to waffz'nj and /favz'nj t/fz'nj.f taken away. FEven zf‘t/fe dog fas adapted nz’ce/y to a
Jaarticu/ﬂr stage in the child's fzﬁ, owners must a/w‘ays be Jare(]atlred- ﬁr a cﬁanje in the refatz'onJ/fz:]a
between the child and pet.

nteractions between pups ant[}/ounj chifdren skould a/way& be supervised. The spontaneous, active
bekavior ofc/fz'fzfren is exciting ﬁr most 1[055, and ea.fz'{}/ eficits rouj/f Ja/ay ﬁom them. fncourajz’nj the
chifd to give tasty ﬁocf rewards to the pet for reJJaonz[z'nj to sit commands is a JimJofe way to teack the
pup to £eeJo its paws on the ground and expect good t/fz'nj.f whenever itis around children.

znot/rer important t/fz'nj to remember is to avoid foz’nj anytﬁinj to the JOJ that you don't want your
child to do. This includes Ja/wjy&z’caffunz’s/fment, teasing, and rouj/f Ja/aj/, Det ajocf examja/e, Ghildren
don't innate{}/ know Kow to interact with animals, so t/fey must be tnujlft. %u need to teach your child
fow to Ja/aj with the pet. For examf/e, fétc/f is @ great game for the chil/d and dog to skare with each
other.

%u must also teack the child kow to touck the ret. W/ﬁ'/e some cha will toferate any ty]:e ofnerma/
f/fy&z’caf contact, the child will be Jafer if‘taujﬁt to avoid mafinj contact arcund the eyes, ears, and
fead, and to pat the JOJ afonj its side. %jjiﬂj anfjettinj face— to»face are not well tolerated 17:}/
some Z[OJJ and are afso best avoided. Jf‘tlfe {[OJ is small, you will need to teack the child when and
Fow to comforta/;{}/ J:ick‘ it up.

Ghildren skould kave some controf over the ret and this can [eyz’n at a re/(ltive{}/ ear{}/ age. Once the

child is talking, a family member can hold the child in the Jap and teack the et to sit when the child
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gives a command. Jkis can be done [y coac/finj the child to say the command word at the same time

as the adult.

gratfua//y, the adult can begin W/:z'JJaerinj the word so the c/fz'/t[jz'veJ the command afone. Jhis can ke
refeatef with other commands. When the child is ofd enoujﬁ, it can request Jeference ﬁom the c[oj
[efore giving it t/rz'nja that it wants (to‘}/J, treats, Ja/a‘}/) [‘}/ aJk_z'nj it to rEJJooncf to @« command ﬁr&t. W;n—
aggressive pets can be tauj/ft to foofforwar:[ to /favz'nj the c/fz'f:[fre.fent while tfey eat b:}/ doing a

Jﬂfb’; BﬂJ'}/ exercise.

Simply carry the child over to the pet while iteats and Kold it a safe distance above the pet. s the pet
eats, the child can drop small pieces of meat into the bow/ or on the floor next to the howl.

Ghildren must also fearn some rules about other pets. Thke most important rule is that the chi/d must
NEVER pet another famz’/:}/:f pet or give z'tfooJ unless an aJuftjz've.r permission. ﬁcj& on a Jeash, b:y
ﬁof, 17-'}/ toys, ere]:inj, acting sick, tied down, or running Joose should never be a(]o(]oroac/:def.

mfami{y members must also ﬁ/fow these rules for them to work. &memﬁer, chifdren are imitators.
%u must also teackh children about avoicfz’nj a pet that is eoc/fi/x—z'tz'nj Jwtentia/‘/}/ t[anjerous bekavior.
@jressive bekavior i.ffaz'r/:}/ ohvious to most children, but féw chifdren know that ﬁarf‘uf animals
should also hbe avoided.

:ﬁiscu;f; aggressive postures (jrcwfinj, Joud /;arfinj, Fair Jtan(finj on en([) anc[ﬁarfu//;e/favicrs
(trem[/inj, crouc/ﬁ'n{y, ears down, taz’/tuc(ez[) and teack the child to avoid animals e.x/fi[z'tinj those
bekaviors. ?t/fe child is af]arcac/:eJ é:}/ a Joj that is acting aggressive, s/ke skould stand very still fike
a tree, say notlfinj, kold the arms against the [c([], and avoid eye contact with the cfoj.



c#t/fe chifd is on the jrounJ or knocked down, ke should curf into a tz:'j/;t ball, cover the ears with his

ﬁ&t&, and remain still and quz'et untif the animal moves far away. Zs]ou mijlft imagine, the necessary
responses are contrary to what most children will do when threatened, so itis very important that you
tzctuaf{}/ JJaenJ time practicing with them. ggu skould alse instruct your chifdren about whkat te do zfﬂ
bite occurs. y/re}/ skould try to remember where the bite cccurred, what the dog Jocked fike, whkere it
went ﬁffow‘z’nj the bite, and to report the bite to an adult Z’mmec[iate/(y‘

%aft” concerns

C%Z'J‘ rare for a Joj to JJarea:[ disease to kumans, but it can occur. Jhe number one kealth risk iJﬁom
aggression, so that bite prevention and Jafet] is the overrz'([z'nj concern. Wk some simffe rufes most
other fea/tﬁfro[/em& can be prevented.

1. ?f;lve your pet examined and vaccinated at Jeast once a year, and ensure that iti&ﬁee offarau'tes.

2. ?ft}ve a stool sample checked ﬁrfara&iteJ once or twice a year, and clean all stools ﬁom the yarcf
z'mmetﬁate{}/. Ensure that af/famz'/:}/ members wash hands aﬁer cfeaninj the .}/arIIZ f/a]inj in the .}/arIIZ
or Ja/a]inj with the ch‘

3. Fave your pet examined immefz'ate/:y if'there are any skin conditions or gastreintestinal conditions,
as there are funjtl/ infectz’onJ (/n'njworm) tlncffarﬂu'te& (mite&, f]ea&) and some intestinal bacteria
that can be contagious to Jaeoff& Sz'mz'far{}/ sz/fere are skin conditions or jastrointestina/ conditions

among famz’{y members, kave the ret checked.

4- Jeis afso advisable to aveid affcw'z'nj the dog to fick the face ofc/fz'eren (eafecz'a/{y around the mouth
or e}/e&) and to teack the children to wash t/roroujlf{}/ af‘ter Ja/tl}/inj sessions with the I[OJ.

5. ;%ny bite or scratch skould ke t/foroujlfly cleaned and JiJinfecteJ and wounds that [reakﬂ the J(in or
appear to become z'nfectetf skould be reported to a medical aut/forz't].

cgummary

1. gjrefare puppies furinj the ear{}/ months offzﬁ with a varz’ety of]aeo]a/e, z'ncfuc[z'nj young children.
2. o%nticz{'pate Jarolf/em& and work on t/fez'rfreventz’on well l;efore the ﬁab:}/ arrives home.

3. mﬂ’y%sufervise JJEt/CFi/l[ interactions. girevent access to the child when a reJJoonJi/;/e adult is

not available to supervise.

4- ::Don t take the refatz'on.f[zjo between the pet and the l;al;y ﬁrjrantef c%ctz’ve{}/ take steps to .r/faJae

itin a positive way.
5. %Voz’JJaunz’s/:‘inj the ret ﬁanio‘/finj z'tﬁom the rcom, or ignering the ret when the chi/d is present.

é. Teack children fow to act around L‘/f’ez'r]aet.f, around other animals, and what to do #‘t[reatenef

Landsberg G, Hunthausen W, Ackerman L 2003 Handbook of Behavior Problems of the Dog and Cat. Saunders, Edinburgh
#2003, Elsevier Science Limited. All rights reserved.



