
                                            
INFANTS, CHILDREN, AND DOGS

New  or  e x p e c t a n t  par e n t s  typic ally  h a v e  thr e e  m a j o r  c o n c e r n s :  1)  How  to  pr e v e n t  p et  b e h a v i o r  
pr o b l e m s  fro m  o c c u rri n g  aft er  th e  b a b y  arriv e s ;  2)  How  to  intro d u c e  th e  b a b y  to  th e  p et;  a n d  3)  How  to  
k e e p  th e  c hild  s af e  ar o u n d  th e  fa mily  d o g ,  a s  w ell  a s  ot h e r  a ni m a l s .  Pet  o w n e r s  oft e n  a s s u m e  that  
je al o u s y  is  th e  c a u s e  of  pr o b l e m  b e h a v i o r s  a s s o c i a t e d  with  th e  arriv al  of  a  n e w  c hild  into  th e  h o m e ,  but  
this  is  n ot  th e  c a s e .  

Most pr o bl e m s  re s ult  fro m  th e  a n xi et y  c a u s e d  by  sig nific a n t  alt er a ti o n s  in  th e  p et’ s  e n vir o n m e n t  a n d  
th e  w a y  th e  fa mily  inter a c t s  with  th e  p et.  Cha n g e s  in  fe e d i n g ,  e x e r c i s e ,  a n d  play  s c h e d u l e s ;  c h a n g e s  in  
w h a t  th e  p et  is  all o w e d  to  d o ;  c h a n g e s  in  h o w  th e  p et  g e t s  att e nti o n ;  a n d  inc o n s i s t e n c i e s  in  th e  w a y  
fa mily  m e m b e r s  inter a c t   with  th e  p et  c a n  all  le a d  to  pr o bl e m s .  Prep a ri n g  th e  fa mily  d o g  for  th e  n e w  
b a b y  inclu d e s  takin g  st e p s  to  e n s u r e  that  th e  c h a n g e s  ar e  gr a d u a l  a n d  n ot  o v e r w h e l m i n g  for  th e  p et,  
a n d  re vi e w i n g  o b e d i e n c e  trainin g  a n d  h o u s e h o l d  rule s  s o  that  th e  fa mily  h a s  th e  c o n tr ol  n e e d e d  to  
dir e c t  th e  p et  into  d e s ir e d  b e h a v i o r s .

Pet s  d o n ’t  inn at e ly  kn o w  h o w  to  b e h a v e  ar o u n d  c hildr e n ,  a n d  c hildr e n  n e e d  guid a n c e  o n  h o w  to  
inter a c t  with  a ni m a l s .  Dog s  ar e  m o s t  lik ely  to  h a v e  s o c i al  pr o bl e m s  if th e y  h a v e  h a d  little  c o n t a c t  or  a  
pr e vi o u s  unpl e a s a n t  ex p e ri e n c e  with  b a b i e s  or  c hildr e n ,  ins uffici e nt  h a n dlin g  by  hu m a n s ,  or  
ina d e q u a t e  trainin g .  Gen e ti c s  al s o  play s  a  rol e  in  th e  d o g ’ s  s o c i a b ility,  pr e d a t o r y  instin ct s ,  a n d  
te m p e r a m e n t ,  w hi c h  m a y  h a v e  a n  imp a c t  o n  h o w  th e  d o g  int er a c t s  with  c hildr e n .

Prep a ri n g  pup pi e s  for  c hildr e n

Prep a r a ti o n  for  a  g o o d  rel ati o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  th e  p et  a n d  c hildr e n  b e g i n s  w h e n  th e  d o g  is  a  puppy.  To  
a c c o m p l i s h  this,  yo u  n e e d  to  pr o vi d e  fre q u e n t  o p p o r t u niti e s  for  th e  yo u n g  pup  to  m e e t  c hildr e n  durin g  
its  e a rly  m o n t h s  of  life.  You  s h o u l d  pick  tim e s  w h e n  th e  p et  a n d  c hildr e n  ar e  c al m .  Havin g  tre at s  
av ail a b l e  for  c hildr e n  to  off er  to  th e  pup  will  h el p  th e  intro d u c ti o n s  g o  s m o o t h l y.  Th e s e  e a rly  
inter a c ti o n s  h el p  pr e v e n t  th e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  fe ar,  av o i d a n c e  b e h a v i o r ,  a n d  a g g r e s s i o n  to w a r d  c hildr e n  
w h e n  th e  p et  is  ol d e r .

Anoth e r  c o n c e p t  th e  you n g  pup  n e e d s  to  le ar n  is  that  b ei n g  tou c h e d  c a n  b e  pl e a s a n t  a n d  s h o u l d  n ot  
b e  fe ar e d .  Fa m ily  m e m b e r s  s h o u l d  m a k e  a  p oi nt  of  g e n tly  h a n dlin g  th e  p et  a n d  tou c h i n g  it in  all  th e  
w a y s  th at  a  c hild  mi g h t  tou c h  it. Fre q u e n tly  tou c h i n g  th e  tail,  e a r s ,  a n d  b o d y ,  a s  w e ll  a s  g e n tly  tug gi n g  
o n  th e  c oll ar  a n d  bru s hi n g  th e  h air  will  m a k e  th e  p et  le s s  likely  to  b e  up s e t  w h e n  a  c hild  h a n d l e s  th e  
p et  lat er  in  life.  Any typ e  of  phy si c a l  puni s h m e n t  or  thr e a t s  with  a  h a n d  s h o ul d  b e  av o i d e d .  If th e  p et  
a s s o c i a t e s  h a n d  m o v e m e n t  with  dis c o m f o r t ,  it mi g h t  bit e  w h e n  th e  c hild  m o v e s  a  h a n d  to w a r d  it. All 
p et s  m u s t  le ar n  th at  th e  hu m a n  h a n d  is  frie n dly  a n d  n ot  to  b e  fe ar e d .

So m e  d o g s  s h o w  a g g r e s s i o n  w h e n  ap pr o a c h e d  w hil e  th e y  e a t .  This  b e h a v i o r  c a n  b e  av o i d e d  by  
te a c h i n g  th e  you n g  pup  that  it is  g o o d  to  h a v e  c o m p a n y  w h e n  it e a t s .  A fa mily  m e m b e r  s h o u l d  
o c c a s i o n a l ly  sit  o n  th e  flo or  with  th e  pup py  w hil e  it e a t s .  During  this  tim e ,  th e  p et  c a n  b e  g e n tly  tou c h e d  
all  o v e r .  Pie c e s  of  kib bl e  s h o u l d  b e  pick e d  fro m  th e  b o w l  a n d  h a n d  fe d  to  th e  pup.  Th e  b o w l  s h o ul d  
p eri o di c a lly  b e  pick e d  up  for  a  s e c o n d  a n d  pla c e d  b a c k  o n  th e  flo or.  If th e  fa mily  m e m b e r  o c c a s i o n a ll y  
slip s  a  c h u n k  of  c a n n e d  fo o d  into  th e  b o w l  w hil e  th e  p et  is  e a ti n g  its  dry  fo o d ,  it will  lo o k  for w a r d  to  
h a vi n g  hu m a n s  n e a r b y  at  din n e r  tim e .  By d oi n g  th e s e  ex e r c i s e s ,  th e  pup  will  le ar n  that  th er e  is  n o  risk  
th at  hu m a n s  will  st e a l  its  fo o d ,  but  th e  m e a l  a ctu ally  impr o v e s  w h e n  hu m a n s  ar e  n e a r b y .



Prep a ri n g  th e  a d ult  d o g  for  th e  n e w  b a b y

Th e  first  thin g  to  c o n s i d e r  is  th e  p et’ s  te m p e r a m e n t .  Do e s  yo ur  d o g  gr o w l  or  sn a p  w h e n  tou c h e d ,  
distur b e d  w hil e  e a tin g ,  playin g  with  toy s ,  or  re stin g ?  If your  p et  ex hi bit s  a n y  typ e  of  a g g r e s s i o n  to w a r d  
p e o p l e  or  a ni m a l s ,  s e e k  h elp  fro m  yo ur  v et e ri n a ri a n  or  a  q u alifie d  p et  b e h a v i o r  c o n s u lt a n t  a s  s o o n  a s  
p o s s i b l e .  Eve n  d o g s  that  g et  al o n g  quit e  w e ll  with  c hildr e n ,  but  e x hi bit  ot h e r  for m s  of  a g g r e s s i o n  (su c h  
a s  territori al  a g g r e s s i o n ) ,  c a n  b e  d a n g e r o u s  for  th e  c hild  that  ina d v e r t e n tly  g e t s  n e a r  th e  p et  w h e n  it is  
a g g r e s s i v e  or  ar o u s e d .

As s o o n  a s  th e  m o t h e r  le ar n s  of  h e r  pr e g n a n c y ,  s o m e  th o u g h t  s h o ul d  b e  giv e n  to  pr e p a ri n g  th e  p et  for  
th e  in e vit a b l e  c h a n g e s  th at  o c c u r  w h e n  a  n e w  b a b y  arriv e s .  Begin  by  re vi e w i n g  th e  d o g ’ s  o b e d i e n c e  
trainin g .  It is  v e ry  imp o rt a n t  to  h a v e  th e  p et  un d e r  relia bl e  v e r b a l  c o n tr ol .  An unruly,  a ctiv e  d o g  c a n  b e  
a s  m u c h  of  a  thr e a t  to  th e  b a b y  a s  a n  a g g r e s s i v e  d o g .  If th e  p et  will  re a dily  re s p o n d  to  ‘sit,’  ‘d o w n ,’  
‘stay,’  a n d  ‘s ettl e ,’  yo u  will h a v e  to ol s  with  w hi c h  to  incr e a s e  d e s ir a b l e  b e h a v i o r  a n d  d e c r e a s e  
un d e s i r a b l e  b e h a v i o r .

Next,  you  n e e d  to  think  a b o u t  th e  p et’ s  d aily  s c h e d u l e ,  a s  w e ll  a s  th e  typ e  a n d  a m o u n t  of  int er a c ti o n s  
with  fa mily  m e m b e r s  th e  d o g  is  curr e n tly  us e d  to  g e ttin g .  Onc e  th e  b a b y  arriv e s ,  this  m a y  b e  
dr a m a t i c a lly  c h a n g e d .  Th e  g o a l  is  to  m a k e  th e  c h a n g e s  gr a d u a l  a n d  le s s  n oti c e a b l e  to  th e  p et.  Decid e  
o n  fe e d i n g ,  e x e r c i s e ,  a n d  play  s c h e d u l e s  th at  c a n  b e  m a i n t ai n e d  w hil e  pr o vi di n g  for  th e  d e m a n d i n g  
n e e d s  of  a  n e w b o r n .

Gradu ally  a dju st  your  pr e s e n t  s c h e d u l e s  until  yo u  arriv e  at  o n e s  th at  will  b e s t  fit th e  fa mily’s  situ ati o n  
o n c e  th e  b a b y  is  h o m e .  Con si d e r a ti o n  s h o ul d  als o  b e  giv e n  to  th e  a m o u n t  of  att e n ti o n  th at  is  giv e n  to  
th e  d o g  a n d  h o w  it is  giv e n .  Te n d i n g  to  th e  b a b y’ s  n e e d s  is  v ery  tim e  c o n s u m i n g  a n d  will  n o  d o u b t  
re d u c e  th e  a m o u n t  of  phy si c a l  att e n ti o n  th at  c a n  b e  giv e n  to  th e  d o g .  

Th e  a m o u n t  s h o ul d  b e  gr a d u a lly  d e c r e a s e d  until  yo u  arriv e  at  a n  a m o u n t  th at  c a n  b e  m a i nt ai n e d .  How  
th e  att e nti o n  is  giv e n  is  als o  v e ry  imp o rt a n t.  If yo ur  p et  is  us e d  to  g e ttin g  att e n ti o n  w h e n e v e r  h e  nu d g e s  
or  lick s,  h e  will  b e  v ery  c o nf u s e d  w h e n  h e  su d d e n l y  c a n n o t  g e t  w h a t  h e  w a n t s  o n  d e m a n d .  A g o o d  w a y  
to  h a n d l e  this  is  to  ign o r e  pu s h y  b e h a v i o r s  a n d  giv e  att e nti o n  o nly  w h e n  th e  p et  is  le a vi n g  you  al o n e  or  
a s  a  re w a r d  for  re s p o n d i n g  to  o n e  of  your  c o m m a n d s  (‘sit,’ ‘d o w n ’).  

Oth er  thin g s  th at  will  n e e d  to  b e  w o r k e d  o n  ar e  th o s e  b e h a v i o r s  that  ar e  p er m itt e d  n o w ,  but  w o n ’t  b e  
p er m itt e d  w h e n  th e  b a b y  is  at  h o m e .  Jum pin g  up  o n  fa mily  m e m b e r s ,  lying  o n  furnitur e ,  cli m b i n g  o nt o  
your  lap,  or  ex c e s s i v e  b a r ki n g  ar e  b e h a v i o r s  that  oft e n  m u s t  b e  c h a n g e d .

Th e  d o g  s h o u l d  al s o  b e  pr e p a r e d  in  a d v a n c e  to  a c c e p t  a n d  e nj o y  th e  n e w  n oi s e s  a n d  s m e ll s  
a s s o c i a t e d  with  a  n e w  b a b y .  If th e  d o g  g e t s  up s e t  w h e n  it h e a r s  stra n g e  s o u n d s ,  a  re c o r d i n g  c a n  b e  
m a d e  of  b a b y  n oi s e s  (co o i n g ,  cryin g ,  s cr e a m i n g ,  et c .).  Play  th e  re c o r d i n g  for  th e  d o g  s o  it c a n  b ar e l y  
b e  h e a r d ,  a n d  sl o w l y  incr e a s e  th e  v olu m e  until  a n  a n xi o u s  re s p o n s e  is  o b t a i n e d .  Th e n ,  re d u c e  th e  
v olu m e  just  b e l o w  this  lev e l  a n d  play  th e  tap e  w hil e  jovi ally  re q u e s ti n g  o b e d i e n c e  c o m m a n d s  for  ta sty  
fo o d  tre at s .  

Very  gr a d u a lly  incr e a s e  th e  v olu m e  a s  th e  w e e k s  g o  by  until th e  p et  s e e m s  c o m f o r t a b l e  with  th e s e  
n oi s e s  at  hig h  v olu m e s .  To  pr e p a r e  th e  p et  for  th e  n e w  s m e ll s  that  will  arriv e  with  th e  b a b y ,  tak e  
s o m e t h i n g  h o m e  fro m  th e  h o s p it al,  su c h  a s  a  to w e l  or  bl a n k e t  with  th e  b a b y’ s  s c e n t .  



Ask  th e  d o g  to  sit,  th e n  pr e s e n t  th e  o bj e c t  to  th e  p et.  While  th e  d o g  is  sniffing,  s a y  th e  b a b y’ s  n a m e  in  
a n  up b e a t  to n e  a n d  giv e  it lots  of  prai s e .  On  o c c a s i o n ,  s o m e  d o g s  will  b e c o m e  a nxi o u s  w h e n  th e  
o w n e r  c arri e s  or  nur s e s  th e  b a b y .  T e stin g  th e  d o g  by  c a rryin g  ar o u n d  a n d  fus si n g  with  a  d oll  
(e s p e c i a lly  o n e  th at  a ctu ally  m o v e s  a n d  m a k e s  cryin g  s o u n d s )  c a n  b e  us e f ul.  If th er e  is  a n y  a nxi ety,  a  
p o s itiv e  a s s o c i a ti o n  s h o u l d  b e  m a d e  with  this  d oll  usin g  fav o r e d  fo o d  re w a r d s ,  affe c ti o n ,  or  a  fav o r e d  
play  toy  (s e e  h a n d o u t s  o n  d e s e n s i tiz ati o n  a n d  c o u n t e r - c o n d iti o ni n g).

When  th e  b a b y  c o m e s  h o m e

Sinc e  th e  p et  h a s n ’t  s e e n  his  mi str e s s  for  s e v e r a l  d a y s ,  h e  will pr o b a b l y  b e  v ery  ex cit e d  a n d  m a y  w a n t  
to  ju m p  up.  Th e r e f o r e ,  if s o m e o n e  el s e  c arri e s  th e  b a b y  into  th e  h o m e ,  th e  m o t h e r  c a n  gr e e t  th e  d o g  
with o u t  w o rryin g  th at  h e  mi g h t  a c c i d e n t a lly  injur e  th e  b a b y .  By takin g  this  ap pr o a c h ,  you  a v o i d  
s c o l di n g ’ s  a n d  a n xi o u s  fe elin g s  b e i n g  a s s o c i a t e d  with  th e  pr e s e n c e  of  th e  b a b y .

Wait until th e  e x cit e m e n t  h a s  di e d  d o w n ,  th e  p et  is  c al m ,  a n d  yo u  ar e  a v a il a b l e  to  su p e r vi s e  b ef o r e  
intro d u c i n g  th e  d o g  to  th e  b a b y .  Th at  m a y  b e  lat er  in  th e  s a m e  d a y  or  c o ul d  b e  s e v e r a l  w e e k s  
aft er w a r d .  Car eful  jud g m e n t  m u s t  b e  e x e r c i s e d  in  d e c i di n g  w h e n  to  all o w  th e  d o g  cl o s e  e n o u g h  to  
sniff.  If th er e  is  a  c h a n c e  th e  d o g  mi g h t  ju m p ,  us e  a  le a s h ,  w hi c h  c a n  b e  atta c h e d  to  a  h e a d  h alt er  for  
e v e n  gr e a t e r  c o n tr o l .  If th er e  is  a ny  likelih o o d  th at  th e  d o g  mi g h t  bit e ,  c o n s i d e r  usin g  a  b a s k e t  wir e  or  
pla sti c  m u z zl e .  

NEVER  (no  m a tt e r  h o w  s w e e t ,  trust w o r t h y ,  or  frie n dly  th e  p et  ap p e a r s )  all o w  a n  un s u p e r v i s e d  d o g  
ar o u n d  th e  b a b y .  You  s h o u l d  b e  e s p e c i a lly  vigila nt  w h e n  th e  b a b y  is  cryin g ,  kickin g ,  or  w a vi n g  its  ar m s .  
This  c o ul d  c a u s e  a  curi o u s  d o g  to  ju m p  up  a n d  s cr a t c h  or  ot h e r w i s e  injur e  th e  infa nt.  During  th e s e  
tim e s ,  it is  wi s e  to  eith e r  put  th e  p et  in  a  ‘d o w n - st a y’  a w a y  fro m  th e  b a b y ,  put  it in  a n o t h e r  ro o m  with  a  
v ery  sp e c i a l  c h e w  toy,  or  c o nfin e  it to  th e  yard.  If th e  p et  e x hi bit s  a ny  pr e d a t o r y  b e h a v i o r  (stalkin g ,  
str o n g  foc u s ,  o d d  w hi ni n g ,  unu s u a l  int er e s t)  ar o u n d  th e  b a b y ,  tak e  e xtr a  pr e c a u ti o n s  a n d  c o n t a c t  yo ur  
v et e ri n a ri a n  or  a  qu alifie d  b e h a v i o r  c o n s u lt a n t  for  a d vi c e .

Whe n e v e r  th e  d o g  is  in  th e  ro o m  with  th e  b a b y ,  th e  fa mily  s h o ul d  a ct  v ery  h a p p y  a n d  re w a r d  all  
a c c e p t a b l e  b e h a v i o r s  (e. g . ,  n ot  ju m pi n g ,  b ei n g  c al m ,  re s p o n d i n g  to  c o m m a n d s ,  b e i n g  rel ax e d  w h e n  
th e  b a b y  cri e s ,  et c .).

Th e  id e a  is  to  pr o m o t e  d e s ir a b l e  b e h a v i o r s  a n d  to  m a k e  th e  d o g  lo o k  for w a r d  to  th e  b a b y’ s  pr e s e n c e  
b e c a u s e  it is  a s s o c i a t e d  with  a  lot  of  g o o d  p o sitiv e  att e nti o n .  This  a s s o c i a ti o n  c a n  b e  m a d e  m o r e  
dr a m a t i c  by  re d u c i n g  th e  a m o u n t  of  att e n ti o n  or  tre at s  th e  d o g  g e t s  w h e n  th e  b a b y  is  n ot  ar o u n d .  In 
this  w a y ,  th e  d o g  le ar n s  that  th e  pr e s e n c e  of  th e  b a b y  is  a s s o c i a t e d  with  p o sitiv e  e v e n t s .  Similarly  
av o i d  puni s h m e n t  or  b a n i s h i n g  th e  d o g  fro m  th e  ro o m  w h e n  th e  b a b y  is  pr e s e n t  s o  th at  a  n e g a ti v e  
a s s o c i a ti o n  d o e s  n ot  d e v e l o p .

Th e  big g e s t  mi st a k e  o w n e r s  m a k e  w h e n  th e y  try  to  s h a p e  th eir  d o g ’ s  b e h a v i o r  is  to  c o n c e n t r a t e  o n  
tellin g  th e  d o g  w h a t  is  wr o n g ,  w hil e  n e g l e c ti n g  to  tell  it w h a t  is  right.  A g o o d  e x e r c i s e  to  brin g  a b o u t  th e  
a s s o c i a ti o n  of  g o o d  fe elin g s  for  th e  b a b y  is  for  o n e  par e n t  to  sit  in  a  ro o m  a n d  h ol d  th e  b a b y ,  w hil e  th e  
ot h e r  st a n d s  at  th e  o p p o s it e  e n d  of  th e  ro o m  a n d  a s k s  th e  p et  to  re s p o n d  to  c o m m a n d s  for  ta sty  fo o d  
tre at s .  Co m m a n d s  s h o u l d  b e  giv e n  in  a  v ery  h a p p y  ton e  a n d  lots  of  prai s e  s h o u l d  a c c o m p a n y  th e  fo o d  
tre at s .  Grad u a lly  m o v e  th e  ex e r c i s e s  cl o s e r  a n d  cl o s e r  to  th e  b a b y .



Childr e n  a n d  d o g s

As th e  b a b y  c o n tin u e s  to  gr o w  a n d  m a t u r e ,  th e  d o g  will  b e  e x p o s e d  to  a  vari ety  of  n e w  sti m uli  fro m  
cr a w li n g  to  tod dlin g  to  w alkin g  a n d  h a vi n g  thin g s  tak e n  a w a y .  Eve n  if th e  d o g  h a s  a d a p t e d  nic el y  to  a  
partic ul ar  st a g e  in  th e  c hild’ s  life,  o w n e r s  m u s t  al w a y s  b e  pr e p a r e d  for  a  c h a n g e  in  th e  rel ati o n s h i p  
b e t w e e n  th e  c hild  a n d  p et.

Inter a c ti o n s  b e t w e e n  pup s  a n d  yo u n g  c hildr e n  s h o u l d  al w a y s  b e  su p e r v i s e d .  Th e  sp o n t a n e o u s ,  a ctiv e  
b e h a v i o r  of  c hildr e n  is  e x citin g  for  m o s t  d o g s ,  a n d  e a s ily  elicits  rou g h  play  fro m  th e m .  Enc o u r a g i n g  th e  
c hild  to  giv e  ta sty  fo o d  re w a r d s  to  th e  p et  for  re s p o n d i n g  to  ‘sit’ c o m m a n d s  is  a  si m pl e  w a y  to  te a c h  th e  
pup  to  k e e p  its  pa w s  o n  th e  gr o u n d  a n d  e x p e c t  g o o d  thin g s  w h e n e v e r  it is  ar o u n d  c hildr e n .

Anoth e r  im p o rt a n t  thin g  to  re m e m b e r  is  to  av o i d  d oi n g  a nyt hin g  to  th e  d o g  th at  you  d o n ’t  w a n t  your  
c hild  to  d o .  This  inclu d e s  phy si c a l  puni s h m e n t ,  te a s i n g ,  a n d  rou g h  play.  Set  a  g o o d  ex a m p l e .  Childr e n  
d o n’t  inn at e l y  kn o w  h o w  to  int er a c t  with  a ni m a l s ,  s o  th e y  m u s t  b e  tau g h t.  You  n e e d  to  te a c h  your  c hild  
h o w  to  play  with  th e  p et.  For  e x a m p l e ,  fetc h  is  a  gr e a t  g a m e  for  th e  c hild  a n d  d o g  to  s h a r e  with  e a c h  
ot h e r .  

You  m u s t  als o  te a c h  th e  c hild  h o w  to  tou c h  th e  p et.  While  s o m e  d o g s  will  tol er at e  a ny  typ e  of  n o r m a l  
phy si c a l  c o n t a c t ,  th e  c hild  will  b e  s af e r  if tau g h t  to  av o i d  m a k i n g  c o n t a c t  ar o u n d  th e  ey e s ,  e a r s ,  a n d  
h e a d ,  a n d  to  pat  th e  d o g  al o n g  its  sid e .  Huggin g  a n d  g e ttin g  fac e - to- fac e  ar e  n ot  w e ll  tol er at e d  by  
s o m e  d o g s  a n d  ar e  als o  b e s t  a v o i d e d .  If th e  d o g  is  s m a ll,  yo u  will n e e d  to  te a c h  th e  c hild  w h e n  a n d  
h o w  to  c o m f o r t a b l y  pick  it up.

Childr e n  s h o u l d  h a v e  s o m e  c o n tr o l  o v e r  th e  p et  a n d  this  c a n  b e g i n  at  a  rel ativ e ly  e a rly  a g e .  Onc e  th e  
c hild  is  talkin g ,  a  fa mily  m e m b e r  c a n  h ol d  th e  c hild  in  th e  lap  a n d  te a c h  th e  p et  to  sit  w h e n  th e  c hild  
giv e s  a  c o m m a n d .  This  c a n  b e  d o n e  by  c o a c h i n g  th e  c hild  to  s a y  th e  c o m m a n d  w o r d  at  th e  s a m e  tim e  
a s  th e  a d ult.

Gradu ally,  th e  a d ult  c a n  b e g i n  w hi s p e ri n g  th e  w o r d  s o  th e  c hild  giv e s  th e  c o m m a n d  al o n e .  This  c a n  b e  
re p e a t e d  with  ot h e r  c o m m a n d s .  Whe n  th e  c hild  is  old  e n o u g h ,  it c a n  re q u e s t  d ef e r e n c e  fro m  th e  d o g  
b ef o r e  givin g  it thin g s  that  it w a n t s  (toy s ,  tre at s ,  play)  by  a s ki n g  it to  re s p o n d  to  a  c o m m a n d  first.  Non-
a g g r e s s i v e  p et s  c a n  b e  tau g h t  to  lo o k  for w a r d  to  h a vi n g  th e  c hild  pr e s e n t  w hil e  th e y  e a t  by  d oi n g  a  
s af e ,  e a s y  e x e r c i s e .

Simply  c a rry  th e  c hild  o v e r  to  th e  p et  w hil e  it e a t s  a n d  h ol d  it a  s af e  dist a n c e  a b o v e  th e  p et.  As th e  p et  
e a t s ,  th e  c hild  c a n  dr o p  s m a ll  pie c e s  of  m e a t  into  th e  b o w l  or  o n  th e  flo or  n e xt  to  th e  b o w l .
Childr e n  m u s t  al s o  le ar n  s o m e  rule s  a b o u t  ot h e r  p et s .  Th e  m o s t  im p o rt a n t  rule  is  that  th e  c hild  m u s t  
NEVER  p et  a n o t h e r  fa mily’s  p et  or  giv e  it fo o d  unl e s s  a n  a d ult  giv e s  p er m i s s i o n .  Dog s  o n  a  le a s h ,  by  
fo o d ,  by  toy s ,  sl e e p i n g ,  a ctin g  sic k,  tie d  d o w n ,  or  run ni n g  lo o s e  s h o u l d  n e v e r  b e  ap pr o a c h e d .

All fa mily  m e m b e r s  m u s t  als o  follo w  th e s e  rul e s  for  th e m  to  w o r k .  Re m e m b e r ,  c hildr e n  ar e  imitat o r s .  
You  m u s t  als o  te a c h  c hildr e n  a b o u t  a v o i di n g  a  p et  that  is  e x hi bitin g  p ot e n ti ally  d a n g e r o u s  b e h a v i o r .  
Aggr e s s i v e  b e h a v i o r  is  fairly  o b v i o u s  to  m o s t  c hildr e n ,  but  fe w  c hildr e n  kn o w  that  fe arful  a ni m a l s  
s h o u l d  al s o  b e  av o i d e d .  

Discu s s  a g g r e s s i v e  p o s t ur e s  (gr o wlin g ,  lou d  b ar kin g ,  h air  st a n d i n g  o n  e n d)  a n d  fe arful  b e h a v i o r s  
(tre m b li n g ,  cr o u c h i n g ,  e a r s  d o w n ,  tail  tuc k e d )  a n d  te a c h  th e  c hild  to  a v o i d  a ni m a l s  ex hi bitin g  th o s e  
b e h a v i o r s .  If th e  c hild  is  ap pr o a c h e d  by  a  d o g  that  is  a ctin g  a g g r e s s i v e ,  s/h e  s h o ul d  st a n d  v e ry  still like  
a  tre e ,  s a y  n ot hi n g ,  h ol d  th e  ar m s  a g a i n s t  th e  b o d y ,  a n d  a v o i d  ey e  c o n t a c t  with  th e  d o g .  



If th e  c hild  is  o n  th e  gr o u n d  or  kn o c k e d  d o w n ,  h e  s h o ul d  curl  into  a  tight  b all,  c o v e r  th e  e a r s  with  his  
fists,  a n d  re m a i n  still a n d  qui e t  until th e  a ni m a l  m o v e s  far  a w a y .  As yo u  mi g h t  im a g i n e ,  th e  n e c e s s a r y  
re s p o n s e s  ar e  c o n tr a r y  to  w h a t  m o s t  c hildr e n  will  d o  w h e n  thr e a t e n e d ,  s o  it is  v ery  im p o rt a n t  that  yo u  
a ctu ally  sp e n d  tim e  pra c ti ci n g  with  th e m .  You  s h o ul d  als o  instru ct  your  c hildr e n  a b o u t  w h a t  to  d o  if a  
bit e  o c c u r s .  Th e y  s h o u l d  try  to  re m e m b e r  w h e r e  th e  bit e  o c c u r r e d ,  w h a t  th e  d o g  lo o k e d  lik e,  w h e r e  it 
w e n t  follo wi n g  th e  bit e,  a n d  to  re p o rt  th e  bit e  to  a n  a d ult  im m e d i a t e l y .

Health  c o n c e r n s

It is  rar e  for  a  d o g  to  spr e a d  dis e a s e  to  hu m a n s ,  but  it c a n  o c c u r .  Th e  nu m b e r  o n e  h e a lt h  risk  is  fro m  
a g g r e s s i o n ,  s o  that  bit e  pr e v e n ti o n  a n d  s af e ty  is  th e  o v e r ri din g  c o n c e r n .  With s o m e  si m pl e  rule s  m o s t  
ot h e r  h e a lt h  pr o bl e m s  c a n  b e  pr e v e n t e d .

1 .  Hav e  your  p et  e x a m i n e d  a n d  va c c i n a t e d  at  le a s t  o n c e  a  ye a r,  a n d  e n s u r e  that  it is  fre e  of  par a s it e s .

2.  Hav e  a  st o o l  s a m p l e  c h e c k e d  for  par a s it e s  o n c e  or  twic e  a  ye a r,  a n d  cl e a n  all  st o o l s  fro m  th e  yar d  
    im m e d i a t e l y .  Ensur e  th at  all  fa mily  m e m b e r s  w a s h  h a n d s  aft er  cl e a n i n g  th e  yar d,  playin g  in  th e  yard,  
    or  playin g  with  th e  d o g .

3.  Hav e  your  p et  e x a m i n e d  im m e d i a t e l y  if th er e  ar e  a ny  skin  c o n d iti o n s  or  g a s tr oi nt e s ti n a l  c o n d iti o n s ,  
    a s  th er e  ar e  fun g a l  infe cti o n s  (ring w o r m )  a n d  par a s it e s  (mit e s ,  fle a s)  a n d  s o m e  int e stin a l  b a c t e ri a
    that  c a n  b e  c o n t a g i o u s  to  p e o p l e .  Similarly  if th er e  ar e  skin  c o n d iti o n s  or  g a s tr o i nt e s ti n a l  c o n d iti o n s  
    a m o n g  fa mily  m e m b e r s ,  h a v e  th e  p et  c h e c k e d .

4.  It is  als o  a d vi s a b l e  to  av o i d  allo wi n g  th e  d o g  to  lick  th e  fac e  of  c hildr e n  (e s p e c i a lly  ar o u n d  th e  m o u t h  
    or  e y e s )  a n d  to  te a c h  th e  c hildr e n  to  w a s h  th or o u g h l y  aft er  playin g  s e s s i o n s  with  th e  d o g .

5.  Any bit e  or  s cr at c h  s h o u l d  b e  th or o u g h l y  cl e a n e d  a n d  disinf e c t e d  a n d  w o u n d s  th at  br e a k  th e  skin  or  
    a p p e a r  to  b e c o m e  infe ct e d  s h o u l d  b e  rep o rt e d  to  a  m e d i c a l  auth o rity.

Su m m a r y

1 .  Pre p a r e  pup pi e s  durin g  th e  e a rly  m o n t h s  of  life  with  a  v ari ety  of  p e o p l e ,  inclu di n g  you n g  c hildr e n .

2.  Anticip at e  pr o bl e m s  a n d  w o r k  o n  th eir  pr e v e n ti o n  w ell  b ef o r e  th e  b a b y  arriv e s  h o m e .

3.  ALWAYS su p e r vi s e  p et/c hild  inter a c ti o n s .  Prev e n t  a c c e s s  to  th e  c hild  w h e n  a  re s p o n s i b l e  a d ult  is   
    n ot  av ail a b l e  to  su p e r vi s e .

4.  Don’t  tak e  th e  rel ati o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  th e  p et  a n d  th e  b a b y  for  gr a n t e d .  Activ ely  tak e  st e p s  to  s h a p e
    it in  a  p o s itiv e  w a y .

5.  Avoid  puni s hi n g  th e  p et,  b a ni s h i n g  it fro m  th e  ro o m ,  or  ign o rin g  th e  p et  w h e n  th e  c hild  is  pr e s e n t .

6.  T e a c h  c hildr e n  h o w  to  a ct  ar o u n d  th eir  p et s ,  ar o u n d  ot h e r  a ni m a l s ,  a n d  w h a t  to  d o  if thr e a t e n e d .
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